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by Erika Harding
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Published: Wednesday, February 26, 1992
On Jan. 28, government officials commenced the process of demarcating 9.4 million ha. of land in
Roraima and Amazonas states for the Yanomami indigenous reserve. According to Sidney Possuelo,
director of the National Indian Foundation (Fundacao Nacional do Indio-FUNAI), demarcation is
expected to cost about US$5.5 million, and to be complete in May. Survey activities began in the
Santa Isabel do Rio Negro region in southern Amazonas, home to about 2,400 indigenous people.
Once the reserve's borders are marked with signs and watch towers, entry will be prohibited to
non-indigenous persons, and enforced by the Justice Ministry and FUNAI. Research, film-making
and reporting within the reserve will also be banned. Officials hope the protective measures
serve to limit contact between the Yanomami and non-indigenous persons, and thus, reduce the
tribe's high mortality rate. Contact with outsiders has resulted in the rapid spread of disease and
violent incidents. In 1991, at least 300 Yanomami died, representing 5% of the entire Roraima
Yanomami population. The principal causes of death were malaria (60%), unidentified diseases (7%),
malnutrition (4.2%), and yellow fever (2.8%). FUNAI registered 58 births among the Yanomami last
year. Total population is about 9,000. On Feb. 19, one tribe member and two gold miners were killed
during a clash in the Paapiu area, northern Roraima state near the Venezuelan border. The incident
took place inside the reserve. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/27/92; Agence France-Presse,
01/28/92, 02/13/92, 02/20/92)
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